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‘Directive of the Commander~in-Chief of the Croup of Occupation 
25X1 Forces in Germany 


5X1 No. ¥S/00350, 15 April 1948, 
55x 4 : 10 t Gonmanders of armies, Corps, Tivisions, Regiments, and 


Political Sections 


SUBJECT: lilitary Discipline of the Soviet Cceupation Forces in 
Cornany 


"The Minister of the armed Forces, USSR, Marshal of the Soviet 
Union, Comrade Bulranin, demanded in his directive #5, dated 23 February 
1948, that al] Soviet military personnel honestly and ably perform their 
military duties; that they diligently study military science 3 that they 
ba prepared under all conditions to defend the interests of the Soviet 
government. 


"This directive has a special meaning to us here in Germany who 
represent the advance guard of the Soviet arned forces. We are far 
away from the frontiers of our fatherland and are in direct contact 
with the arned forces of the Amoricans » the French, and the British. 


“Day by day the volitical situation in Germany is becoming more 
and more critical, The Anglo-American imperlalists have broken all. their 
pledges made when thoy were our allies. They have not carricd out the 
demilitarization anc democratization of Germany. They unhesitatingly 
split Germany in half and created Bizonta. They cestroyed the ACA, and, 
what is nore, they are preparing the western part of Ge: many as a "nlace 
dtarmes" te be used in an attack on the USSR and countries of new democracy. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


"The Anglo-Americans have created in Bizonia military formations 
composed of former SS members, Bandera and Chetnik followers, as well as 
of other bandits and traitors to their fatherlands. “ithout any scruples - 
they dispatch into our zone spies, saboteurs, bandits, provocateurs, 
and mrderers. They have transformed their sectors of Berlin into a 
base for spy work and for the realization of their anti-Soviet plans. 


"During the last few months there has been a series of murders of 
Soviet personnel, robberies, and murders of German population, all 
accomplished by gangsters under Anglo-American direction. 


"The 1Sth of March anti-Soviet demonstration in front of the Berlin 
Reichstag clearly shows that the Anglo-Americans kmow no limits to their 
provocative moves. 


“Under such circumstances we cannot know what other vrovocations 
the Anglo-Americans are planning. “We can only demand that each soldier, 
each officer of the army of occupation be always on the alert, ready for 
combat, and adhere to the strictest military disciplines. 


"Unfortunately, however, many breaches of military discipline, 
crimes, and extraordinary events lead the Comsander~in-Chief of the 
Soviet ilitary Group to the conclusion that a great many commanders 
and political workers have failed to analyze properly the special 
situation existing in Germany and to take adequate measures to maintein 
proper military discipline and combat readiness. Events show that many 
commanders and politics] workers have forgotten the special letter from 
the TsKVKP (b), on the subject of professors Kilyueva and Roskin, and 
continue to accept utmost insecurity. 


"Betrayal of the fatherland, descrtion, suicides, and robbery of 
German population, performed by members of the occupation forces, are 
sad facts which commanders and political workers should have properly 
analyzed with a view to taking practical corrective measures. 


‘The lack of practical corrective measures is borne out by the 
fact that extraordinary events and immoralities have been on the increese. 
The situation is particularly bad in the 207th Rifle Division commanded 
by Wajor General Shatilov, with Lt. Colonel Kamensky as the political 
officer; in the 12th Guards Tank Division commanded by Major General Cerko ., 
with Colonel. Zhukov as the political officer; in the 6th Guards AAA division 
commanded by Colonel Nekrasov, with Lt. Colonel Savinig as the political 
officer. 


Investigation of military discipline and of extraordinary events, 
for 1947 and the first quarter of 1948, shows that such extraordinary 
events as treason to the fatherland, desertion, suicide, and robbery 
are in 2% of all cases the result of Soviet allitary personnel kceping 
or living with German women. 


"Unfortunately, it mst be stated thet this moral depradation of 
Soviet personnel with Cerman women soes on under the very eyes of the 
unit commanders, the political workers, the party organizations, and the 
Komsomol croups, every one of which has the primary responsibility of 
preventing treason to the fatherland, degertion, and liaison with — 
foreigners. 
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"In the 19th Cuurds Mechunized Herimont of the 8th Guards Mechuniszed 
Division, Cozens of soldiers and officers heve been livin~ «ith Gorman 
women. To supply their worn, these solciers anc offie:re enraged in 
robbing the locs1 somlation, The affair reached such pronortions that 
soldiers anc their Ocrman women vere entertained at drinicine parties held 
in the officers! zistressest apartments und vice versa. Offteers 174 
their moen in systematic Dluncering of Gerzion property. I am svecifieslly 
referring to the case of Sr. Lh. Fadeev and Lt, Berezutski, who have heen 
court martiuled by this time. 


"ALL this happened uncer the very eyes of resoensiblc commanders, 
and of party and Konsomol chiefs. It is obvious that these rcsnonsible 
insividuals did not tuke the trouble to acquaint themselves with the 
morale situation of their ow units. They valle to prealice that their 
units included personnel who have served 2 long perio? with oeenpatiion 
forees on foreim territory, who have been former Gernan P 3, and who 
have come in contact with anelo~american anti-Sovlot bourzeois influence 
and proparands. ‘ 


"Education of personnel still contimes on formal Lines without 
inecludin: long-range Bolshevik Ldeolovy, takin into account the opeciul 
situution founc in Gormuanye Irowently entire Mroups of :wlitary 
personnel assimned to econozie und soceial units are not included in 
any organize’ cultural educational work unt ten? to “isayncur entirely 
out of sirht of their comuniers, 901Litesl workers, and party and 
Komsonol circles. 


"iducational + ork lacks Bolshevik acpressiveness and only feechle 
attenpts ure made to attack casltalist society und caxitalist culture 
and even amcrie.n imperialisn. Personnel are not inoculated with proper 
hatred towards anglo-ancricin eanb'alists, imperialists, TMYTIONSCPS y 
anc deadly enerties of the new cenocracies and world neace. Insufsteterrt 
attention is ~ivon to propor Tolshevik vicilence 9 Dar Lotion, and orice 
in our Soviet Gocialist fabherlan’, ; 


"Sone military units conduct their morning an’ evenin~ roll calle 
in an uninterested routine manner. is g reeult, of this inattention to 
duty, solcicrs ure able to be 4.0L without creat caftLeulty; they may 
even becone ceserters without bein detected. 


"On 14 March 1948, twenty-two enlisted ron «OL fron the 57th 
Guards Rifle Division weat on a drinkin” varty with their officers in 
the village of Sondershuusen. “hon apprehended by a military natrol, ° 
they shot and killed vomaty Commandant, Cart. Gorbotenko, “ishchenko, 
& soldier of the 936th [loci tser Reginent of the 36th Pifle rivision 
has been Livine with a Cornan wonan, Gertrude Bucr, since 1947; no onc 
seened to be interested in this matter. 


"CGomainders and polities] workers must uncerstand that sbsonce 
without leave is a very serious situalion which leads to erine an} 
treason to the i atherLund. 


"Greznov, u orivate of the 58th Tank tvaéining Futtulion, TLth 
Guards Sank “ivision, lived under the influence of a Cermun irl, 
sowald. We finally ceeided to commit treason to his fatherland by 
defecting to the «americans. Greznov and Sevuld were apprehended by 
the border -uards at the demarcation line. : 


"any connanderes are influenced oy two extremes in preserving 
military discipline; they cither try to conceal breaches of discipline 
or take drastic measures contrary to army repulations. Offfecrs are 
often placed under disciplinary arrest without the benefit of court 
martial or preference of charges. At the sane tine Clseivlinury 
stockades are often no more shan rest carips where gambling anc ¢rintcine 
reign. ‘Arrestees must be subjected to ecucution ant not to KUCONCES y 
shouting, beatings, which vlolate the incividualis personul cirnity 


and may lead to eventual treason or suicide. ara 
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"In certuin units, officers and renerals have entirely crifted 
away from the probleme of their men, These “insividuals have no idea 
of what thelr men think or Jos This situation shows a serious lack 
of initiative on <he part of party and Konsonol orraniz.tions. It is 
noted that 4 great nercentage of misdemeanors are cormitted over reek. 
ends or holidays when enlisted nen are apparently left on their om 
without any planned recreational facilities. They therefore proceed 


to seek diversion in drinking and going out with CGernun vonen. 


"Party und Konsomol orczanizations have fuiled to reach their roal 
wherein cach Communist an? cach Komsomol menber should not only set an 
example to others by his behavior but in addition should also assume 


responsibility for the conduct of his comrades, 


"Investigation of thefts from the OfG warehonse reveals that 
approximately 140 Nndivicnals, ineludine party and Konsonol mnenbers, 
personally knew shat supplies have been disappearing from the ware«. 
house continually over a long period of tine. However, no one anpar- 
ently thoucht of reportin: this matter, Dvaetly the same situation 


is applicable to the thefts fron the 3724th artillery Depot. 


"ALL this oroves that party an? Konsomol orraunizutions have not 
indoctrinated their nombers in their cutios, an? unit cormenders have 


failed to denund proper support fron these orcanigutions, 


"In order to ruise tho rattle readiness of military units, improve 
military discipline, m¢ elininate extraordinary and immoral events, © 


hereby recommend: 


"Lo Gormaunders ana political officers of alt military units afte: 

, a personal investiration are 40 submit a report on ‘the con~ 
dition of military diseloline in their resnective units hy 
1 May 19046. Such renorts arc to beeone nonthly reports thorent he 


are to include measures taken, jointly with reoresontutives of + 
legal un” counter-intollirence scetions, to invreve mlitecy 


discipline, 


"2. ILlitary and politic.1 educational work is to be improved in ail 
units. Patriotism an’? vride in the U3h shoulc be stres 
much as a burnin- hatred of the Aanclo-wierie:n eavitallist 


imperialists. . 


sed af 


"3. Commanders are te inform ull “heir personnel of the volitieal 


situation in Cornany, 


"4, Deelsive suens arc to be taken to inprove auainistrative cuties 


in all revincnts, battalions, un? scetions, 


WS, Party und Komsonol. orvanigations are to achere strictly to the 


work expected of them, 


"6. seceptuble procrans sust be orgunized for military anc nolitica 


eduction in whieh all personne? tilt nurticipate, 


"7. Setup und utilize court martial procecure, 


"8. In raisin: military discipline, unit combat histories are to be 


taucht. 
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"9, ALL interce with C Be cribica,. 
ourse tith Cerman population is to be vrohibitcd 
German restaurants, nicht i é ind ers are to 
Y t S, night clubs, burs, and theaters are to 
be declared out of bounds, 
"10. Haintain the strictest order in all compounds. 
"lL. Soviet law should be taught to all pcreonnel, 


tH 2 . + , 
12. Prosecutors and courts nartial ure to impose the mucin 
penaltics on all traitors, deserters, and erininals. 


Cormmandcrein-Chief of the Group of Oceupation 
Forees in Germany, 


Harshal of the USSF Sokolovski 


Yeputy vor rolitie:l Affairs to the 
Comandeor—in-Chief, 


Lt. Coneral Ponanuyreytt 
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